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Ecosystem services and biodiversity in Europe

What are ecosystem services?

Ecosystem services are the benefits humankind derives
from the workings of the natural world. These include
most obviously the supply of food, fuels and materials,
but also such hidden benefits as the formation of scils and
the control and purification of water. Ecosystem services
are usually divided into categories:

* Supporting services, which provide the basic
infrastructure for life on Earth, including the
formation of soils, the cycling of water and of basic
nutrients, and primary production of materials for all
the other services.

* Regulating services, which maintain the environment
in a fit condition for human habitation, most notably
maintaining a healthy climate and mitigating the
effects of pollution.

= Provisioning services, providing food, water, energy,
materials for building and clothing, and plants for
medicines.

* Cultural services, recognising that people,
communities and societies place value (including
economic value) on nature and the environment for
their own sake or simply find pleasure in them.
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